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None but superficial thinkers, however, have believed that the type of absolute unity was to be found in the physical or organic world. The material, the dynamical, and the organic forms of pantheism have only had admirers among those in whose minds speculation is in its infancy. Elevated and comprehensive intellects, when they have unhappily adopted pantheism, have almost always become metaphysical pantheists. Let us look, therefore, at the central ideas of some of the metaphysical forms of pantheism.
There is a pantheism which places absolute unity in absolute being, and which represents the worlds of sense and of consciousness as illusions. Finding that it cannot explain variety by unity, it sacrifices variety to unity, so far as it is possible for the human mind to do this. It maintains that there is no real being but one, and that all the objects of ordinary experience, and all the distinctions of the common understanding, are illusions. This has been the doctrine of men of great speculative genius, and is as consistent a theory of pantheism as has yet been devised. On at least two grounds, however, it may, I think, be safely pronounced a failure. First, it admits that besides the one real being there are appearances or illusions. But even appearances or illusions are phenomena which require to be explained. And